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A 7-year-old girl was transferred from an outside hospital to an emergency department (ED) for furthe
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bleeding. Reportedly, the child’s introitus had been penetrated when she had fallen onto the leg of a B

upward as she was exiting the bathtub. Because possible sexual abuse was suspected, a child abuse

hospital’s child protection program (CPP) was consulted.

History. The child disclosed to the child abuse pediatrician that she had been playing in the bathtub w

several Barbie dolls while showering. As she had attempted to exit the tub, her foot had slipped on on

fall onto the raised leg of another doll (Figure 1). The child further stated that the leg of the doll was p

and that it did “go into my body.” She stated that as a result, she screamed in pain.

Figure 1. The scene of the bathtub and Barbie dolls as recreated by the child. Note that one doll has its leg pointed upwar

during impalement.

The child was able to correctly identify the parts of her body that are considered “private.” She did not 

touched her private parts or having touched her in a manner that made her feel uncomfortable. The ch

attends first grade and is an excellent student.

The child’s mother reported that she had heard her daughter’s “bloodcurdling screams” from another r

bathroom she discovered her daughter squatting over the Barbie doll screaming She then carried he
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bathroom, she discovered her daughter squatting over the Barbie doll screaming. She then carried he

examine her genital area. She noted a large amount of blood coming from her daughter’s vaginal area

urgent care facility. A gynecologist who examined the child diagnosed a vaginal laceration. The girl wa

to a tertiary care center for intraoperative treatment.

The child was the product of a full-term twin pregnancy with cesarian delivery. Her medical history was

and common variable immune deficiency. Both disorders had been well controlled with standard treatm

home with her biologic parents, her twin sister, an older sister (age 10) and 2 foster children (ages 2 a

prior concerns for abuse or neglect.

Physical examination. The child abuse pediatrician found no bruising of the child’s hymen and no tra

Large clots of blood were present in the vaginal vault. The rugal folds were normal without fissures, te

of the physical examination findings were normal. The child was admitted for examination under anes

origin of the clots.

EUA reaffirmed the lack of injury to the labia, hymen, and posterior fourchette. (Figures 2A and 2B). A

clots were noted on vaginoscopic examination and were subsequently removed. The examination also

vaginal sidewall laceration in the upper third of the vagina, to which a hemostatic agent was applied (F
tolerated the procedure well and was discharged home on postoperative day 1.
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Figure 2. (A) Large clots were removed from the girl’s vagina. (B) Close-up view of the normal-appearing hymen with no t

Initial view of the upper vagina and cervix. (D) Clot displaced to fully visualize base, which revealed a 1-cm laceration. (E) 

laceration with relation to cervix.

 

Diagnosis. The child abuse pediatrician diagnosed this case as being consistent with the accidental m

child’s corroborated history and physical findings were attributable to a vaginal laceration due to impal

doll.
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